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Riggs reacts to evangelist 
by Cammy Clark 
South Dakota evangelist Lowell 

Lundstrom challenged students to 
have a dream for their futures at a 
recent assembly. 

In order for the dream to come true, 
students need steam, gleam, a scheme 
and a team, he said. 

Lundstrom approached the school 
administration with the idea that he 
would give a motivational speech to 
the students. The administration 
agreed to the idea on the condition 
that there be a complete separation 
between church and state. 

"Basically, his speech was supposed 
to make kids think about the future 
and start setting some goals," vice 
principal Gary Merkwan said. 

Students were presented with sta­
tistics concerning everything from 
teenage drinking to how high one tril­
lion dollars would stand if stacked 
one on top of the other representing 
the national debt. Lundstrom encour-

aged students to get involved and 
have a plan for their future. 

The reaction to the assembly was 
mixed. 

"I thought it was chauvanistic and 
stupid; I don't need another father," 
junior Sara Harens said. 

Darrin Dykstra, senior, brought 
up another point. "I didn't like the 
way he insinuated that all men were 
evil and that a girl should find a guy 
that supports her financially; nothing 
else seemed to matter." 

"I thought Mr. Lundstrom really 
got down to the basics; he didn't hold 
back the truth,and he let people know 
what's going on," junior Angel Hanson 
said. 

Ben Chittenden, junior, also liked 
the assembly. "Mr. Lundstrom had a 
good message, and I liked the way he 
presented it. He didn't just rattle off 
statistics. He had stories and examples 
to illustrate his words." 

One of these illustrations included 
a story about a girl that worked at a 7-
11 convenience store. Lundstrom 
walked into the store to purchase a 
snack and began a conversation with 
the girl. He encouraged her to think 
about quitting work at the store and 
attend college. Lundstrom asked her 
if she wanted to remain in her ''herky­
jerky-derky'' job forever. 

Ryan Getaets, sophomore, com­
mented on this story. "A lot of jobs 
kids can get at our age aren't that 
good. Maybe kids plan on attending 
college, butjustdon't have the money." 

Although there were conflicting 
views, the administration feels the 
assembly was good for the students. 

"Every time we hold a school as­
sembly there's a chance someone will 
be offended. Some people didn't like 
the message, but it really made the 
students think," Merkwan said. 

Lowell Lundstrom speaks to Riggs students at 
an assembly. Lundstrom and his family tour 
the nation with their music show. Photo by 
Stacie Suedkamp. 

Pierre students give 

help to smallest 

hurricane victims 
by Thomas Kamnikar 

A lot of kids in Homestead, FL, are 
happier today thanks to the teachers 
in Pierre. The Pierre Education Asso­
ciation, together with the students of 
Pierre, donated 28 boxes of toys to 
send to hurricane victims in Home­
stead. 

''We decided we wanted to do some­
thing for the children because they 
lost most of ther personal possessions," 
said Jan Deis, PEA co-president and 
one of the coordinators of Operation 
Hurricane Andrew. 

The PEA had each school set up a 
box for donations of toys and other 
items students could use. They also 
sent home a letter to each student. 

"We also made sure that each school 
knew the deadline [Sept.15] so that 
we would get all the boxes shipped 

out in time to make a difference," said 
Deis. 

After all the boxes were collected, 
the next step was to get a trucking 
firm to ship the boxes to Florida. 

"That was our biggest problem," 
said Dies. "All the trucking firms we 
talked to said they wouldn't be able to 
ship them. Finally, Sue Burgard, the 
elementary gifted and talented in­
structor, got ahold of a trucking firm 
that would ship them to Aberdeen 
and then on to Florida." 

"Everyone was really remarkable. 
Thanks to them, children in Home­
stead will be a lot happier when the 
toys arrive," said Sue Warmuth, a 
Buchanan teacher whose sister lives 
in Homestead. 








